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Glossary
Abbreviation Full Form

BU Billion Unit

1 BU 1 Terawatt-hour

Ckt km Circuit Kilometer

COP Conference of the Parties

CUF Capacity Utilisation Factor

EoDS Ease of Doing Solar

EU European Union

FDI Foreign Direct Investment

FY Financial Year

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GHG Green house gases

GHI Global Horizontal Irradiance

GW Gigawatt

GWh Gigawatt-hour

IPP Independent Power Producer

km Kilometer

kV Kilo Volt

kW Kilowatt

kWh Kilowatt-hour

Mn. Million

MU Million Unit

1 MU 1 Gigawatt-hour

MVA Million Volt Ampere

MW Megawatt

MWh Megawatt-hour

NPA Non-performing asset

PV Photovoltaic

RE Renewable Energy

sq. Square

SEIN Sistema Eléctrico Interconectado Nacional

SHS Solar Home Systems

TWh Terawatt-hour

T&D Transmission & Distribution

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

US$/ USD United States Dollar

VAT Value Added Tax

NFP National Focal Points



Executive summary





Ease of Doing Solar | Page 7

The countrieshave been classifiedacrossfour segments,as below, basisthe quantification of the total scores
derivedasa sumof scoresof individualdrivers.

Countries with highly conducive technical potential for Solar with favourable 
commercial and regulatory conditions. The market potential for Solar is immense 

and the country is perceived as most attractive for investments in Solar
Achiever

Countries with moderately favourable technical potential, commercial and regulatory 
conditions for Solar. The market potential for Solar is satisfactory and the country is 

perceived as moderately attractive for investments in Solar
Influencer

Countries with less favourable technical potential and evolving commercial and 
regulatoryconditions for Solar. The market for Solar is at initial stages of development 

of a favourable ecosystem in terms of commercial feasibility and investments for 
Solar

Progressive

Countries with untapped solar potential and at nascent stage for development of 
favourable ecosystem in terms of commercial, market and regulatory conditions 

for Solar industry
Potential

The EoDSmodel is a RelativeRankingmodel and the country classificationsare dependenton the sampleset
considered. Sincethe sampleset in EoDS2021(membercountries)haschangedsignificantlyfrom EoDS2020, the
classificationspresentedin the followingsectionisalsoboundto changebasisthe relativerankings.
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Achiever

Influencer

2. Overview of the results
Owingto strongsolarpotential, sustainabilitytargets,enablingpolicyecosystem,mature markets,and robust power
infrastructure,a setof 17 countrieshavebeenidentified asAchievers. Thenext set of classification, Influencer, has34
countriesfollowed by Progressive(27 countries)andPotential(20countries).

Theresultsarepresentedbelowwith the countriesarrangedin alphabeticalorder undereachclassification:

El Salvador France Germany India

Argentina Australia Brazil Denmark

Greece

Chile

Saudi Arabia United Arab 
Emirates

Italy Japan Morocco OmanNetherlands

Cabo Verde Costa Rica
Dominican 
Republic

Fiji

Algeria Barbados Bolivia Burkina Faso

Egypt

Botswana

Ghana Jamaica Luxembourg MaldivesMalawi

Peru Rwanda Senegal Sri Lanka

Mauritius Mozambique Nicaragua Palau

Seychelles

Nigeria

Suriname Sweden Tanzania Trinidad and 
Tobago

Tonga

Uganda United Kingdom Zambia Zimbabwe
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Progressive

Potential

Djibouti Dominica Ethiopia Grenada

Bangladesh Belize Benin Côte d'Ivoire

Gambia

Cambodia

Guyana Haiti Kiribati MaliMadagascar

Saint Kitts and 
Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent 
and the 

Grenadines

Tuvalu

Myanmar Namibia Nauru Paraguay

Samoa

Niger

Venezuela Yemen

Democratic 
Republic of 

Congo

Equatorial 
Guinea

Eritrea Guinea

Burundi Cameroon Chad Cuba

Gabon

Comoros

Guinea - Bissau Liberia Marshall Islands Sao Tome and 
Principe

Papua New 
Guinea

Somalia South Sudan Sudan VanuatuTogolese 
Republic











Approach and 
methodology



1. Overview
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C. Data sensitization and verification

OverallDataResearchfor buildingthe EoDSModel is basedon the aboveclassificationof indicatorsusedin the
analysis. TheanalysisincludesSolarindustryrelatedindicatorswhichcarriesa significantcumulativeweightage
followed by Parentindustry indicatorsand then Macro Influencersrelated indicators. Thisapproachenablesa
comprehensiveanalysisof solarindustrywhile alsotakinginto considerationthe impactof keyexternalfactors.

How is it done? Key outcomes

Validation of data by country-level stakeholders Overall scores and analysis

Preparation of Country specific reports and Consultation draft Facilitate consultations and feedbacks 
from countries

Country-level analysis and recommendations Finalized Ease of Doing Solar 2021 
ReportCountry-level consultations and incorporation of feedbacks

Region-specific workshops Dissemination of findings and insights

Capacity building workshops for the ISA Knowledge sharing on learnings and 
methodologies

The ISAand EYteams organiseda CapacityBuildingworkshopfor EoDS2020 and Regionalconsultationswith
National FocalPoints (NFPs)to facilitate valuableinputs and suggestionsfrom the stakeholdersand the focal
points. The sessions facilitated better stakeholder participation and recommendations that have been
appropriatelyusedto enhanceEoDS2021. Theinteractionshavehelpedupdatesomekeyinputs that addedvalue
to the EoDS2021edition. The2021edition focuseson developinga more robust andcomprehensiveframework
supportedby effectivedatavalidation. Further,the consultationwith the NFPshadgivena better understanding
of the visionbehindEoDSandclearlycommunicatedthe objectivesandsupportneeded. All the suggestionsfrom
the stakeholderson additionalKeyPerformanceIndicators,efficient datacollectionmechanismsandmakingthe
EoDSmore robusthavebeenaccommodatedin the 2021study.

1.2. What is new in EoDS 2021?
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2. Guiding Principles
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2. Guiding Principles for the EoDS Report

Guiding Principles �ÇDrivers & Evaluation Parameters considered for EoDS study

Key focus areas of 2021 edition are to develop a more robust and comprehensive framework for
country evaluations and enable the reader of the report with deeper insights to the solar
ecosystem in respective countries . The EoDS report will have country -specific snapshots and
analysis that assess a �[�g�m�f�l�j�q�Ì�kpreparedness in attracting and sustaining investments in solar
space. The analysis is being planned to encompass multiple Solar segments: Grid connected Solar,
Solar for Agriculture, Solar Mini-Grids, Solar Rooftop and Off-Grid Solar Products and Services.

The Principles �ÇDrivers, Parameters and Indicators have been developed based on the review of
similar studies like 1). Ease of Doing Business by the World Bank; 2). State Investment Promotion
Agency Framework by Invest India; 3). Global Investment Competitiveness Report ; 4). Renewable
Energy Country Attractiveness Index by EY; 5). Regulatory Indicators for Sustainable Energy
(RISE) and the review of multiple analysis from 1). International Energy Agency (IEA); 2).
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA); 3). Lighting Global; 4). GOGLA; 5). World Bank
and others . The basic skeleton of the evaluation is similar to the previous editions of EoDSreport .

The assessment shall be carried out, for each of the study country, across seven key drivers :
Macroeconomy, Policy enablers, Technical feasibility, Power market maturity, Infrastructure,

Financing, and Energy Imperatives . These seven key drivers form the foundation of the EoDS
evaluation model with weightages assigned to the drivers, parameters and indicators for a
quantitative evaluation of the overall EoDS scores for the countries . Around 64 indicators have
been used to develop the analysis of these parameters and drivers . Each of these indicators
demonstrate the Ease of Doing Solar in the countries . Data shall be collected from primary and
credible secondary sources.

A model has been built based on the data and weightages which will help develop the index for the
countries .



3. Understanding the 
drivers


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































