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Paris, 16 September 2022 

  
Minister for Ecological Transition   
 
Ref. : MTE/2022-08/34721 

 

 

  

 
On 18 October 2022, the Fifth Assembly will elect the new Chair and Co-Chair of the International Solar 

Alliance (ISA) Assembly for a two-year term. France's term as ISA Co-Chair drawing to an end, I would like to 
garner your support for its renewal. 

 

France has developed expertise in renewable energy. We have set up a conducive regulatory framework: 
a long-term energy programme to set the guidelines for energy policy over the next five years, which provides for 
the doubling of the capacity of the photovoltaic park in Metropolitan France by 2023, with a target of 20.1 
Gigawatts (GW); and then to quadruple it by 2028, with a low target of 35.1 GW and a high target of 44 GW. 
France's long-term national low-carbon strategy also encourages solar applications to decarbonise sectors such 
as agriculture. I propose to share our experience and expertise on solar energy with ISA member States. 

At the international level, the development of renewable energy is one of France's foreign policy priorities. 
Supporting the deployment of solar energy is obviously one of its major components. France has pledged to 
contribute 1.5 billion euros to finance solar projects in ISA member countries by the year 2022. 

The public health crisis has severely affected people and economies around the world. The economic 
recovery offers us a unique opportunity to implement green reconstruction, which aligns long-term development 
goals with climate ambition. The ISA should encourage States to make solar energy a key component of their 
economic recovery plans or nationally determined contributions. 

To date, France has committed over one billion euros to concrete solar energy projects in ISA countries. I 
am also keen on seeing capacity building in the ISA Secretariat and the development of programmes that meet 
the needs of member States. France's support in this area is concretised through the secondment of two senior 
French experts funded by France. France has also provided one million euros in funding for the ISA’s Solar 
Technology Application and Resource Centres (STAR-C) project, which mobilises the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation (UNIDO) to boost exchanges with the Indo-Pacific region. France is also a member of 
the standing committee of the GGI-OSOWOG (Green Grids Initiative- One Sun, One World, One Grid), whose 
feasibility study EDF is currently carrying out. 

I am deeply convinced that reducing the risks of investing in solar energy, access to financing, and capacity 
building are the most important challenges to the acceleration of the development of solar energy, but more 
importantly to enabling countries with the lowest production capacities or located in landlocked areas to benefit 
from this technology. 

Under the ISA "Affordable finance at scale" programme, the French Development Agency (AFD), along with 
the World Bank, has jointly launched the Sustainable Renewables Risk Mitigation Initiative. AFD has committed 
50 million euros to the Risk Liquidity Support Facility implemented by Africa Trade Insurance (ATI). France wishes 
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to continue its work with ISA and our partners on the development of innovative financial instruments for solar 
projects. 

Originally focused on the most solar-rich countries, the ISA is still a young organisation. Since its launch at 
COP21 and its first Assembly in 2018, it has nevertheless managed to gather 87 member States from the inter-
tropical countries. Since July 2020, the amendment to the Framework Agreement allowing all UN member States 
to join the Alliance has gathered the necessary number of ratifications to enter into force. France, together with 
India, wishes to encourage new partner countries to join the Alliance, in order to strengthen cooperation and, 
more broadly, international efforts to accelerate the development of solar energy. 

For all these reasons, I have the honour of requesting your support for the renewal of France's mandate 
as Co-Chair of the ISA Assembly. 

 

 

 Signature: 

Agnès Pannier-Runacher 
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